DNA promoter hypermethylation in saliva for the early diagnosis of oral cancer.
Oral health care professionals could drastically improve the quality of life for patients with potentially malignant oral lesions by using a noninvasive test that could be used to detect cancer using saliva. Promoter DNA hypermethylation is a critical step in oral carcinogenesis and has a number of significant advantages over genetic and protein diagnostic markers. Methylight is a recently developed assay that rapidly quantifies promoter hypermethylation and could potentially be applied into a clinical setting.